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Evan

Greed, exploitation, and discrimination cause poverty in the
U, Business owndrs pay their employees as little as possible
for their hard work, so ftle that working adults often fall into
paverty. Business owners argue that no one forces employees.
ta take low wage jobs; individuals scok out these jobs and are
usually grateful to have them. This i true, but people seek out
these jobs because they are desperate Lo survive, Rich business
owners could pay their workers substantially more, but they
choose to pay themselves huge salares so they can buy another
vacation home, anatherluxury car,or anather fancy watch. Rich
business awners like poverty because a pool of poor workers
means a steady supply of desperate people willing to work for
wihatever businesses are paying, regardless of how unfair those
wagesare. Businesses have an obligation to pay workers enough
tokeep them out of poverty.

itis undeniable that these business owners, and the wealthy
25 2 group, are disproportionately white, while the poor are
dispraportianately people of color. People of colorface 2n uphill
battle against prejudice and discrimination when looking for
goad jobs and are at a cansiderable disadvantage in our com-
petitive society. The differences in poverty rates by race are the.
result of discrimination and uncqual opportunty.

Povertyin the LLS. involves true suffering and indignity. Poor
peaple are always one iliness or accident avway from complete
desperation. They are forced to live day-to-day, meal-to-meal,
often unsure f they will have a raof over thei heads and food
on their plates next week. This vulnerability causes intense
stress, ultimately leading to hopelessness. As a result, social
prablems, including domestic abuse, drug and alcohol addic
tian, and crime, are widespread among the poor, The negative
consequences of these problems are not limited to the poor;
everyone in socicty pays the costs.

The gavernment exists to make sure s itizens enjoy a good
Iife and to promote justice. As a result, the government has a
directresponsibility 1o make sure that al citizens, not just some,
enjoy a decent standard of iving. Refusing to intervene in the
biatant exploitation of the working class is completely unjust.

No one wants 1o be poor, and no one wants to be the object
of charity. More impartantly, no one wants to go hungry. cold,
or sick because he or she cannot afford the necessities of life.
Weltare allows exploited individuals to provide for their basic
needs while they try to escape poverty. While smal numbers
of individuals abuse the welfare system, it s absurd to suggest
that abuse is widespread. To take away help that millions of
Americans need and deserve because a few abuse that help
is inhumane. In the richest society in the world, people have 2
fundamental right to food, shelter, healthcare, education, and.
thesecurity of knowing that their basic necds will be met fthey
cannot support themselves.

Barbara

Afailure of individual responsibilty is the cause of poverty in
the U.S. For over 200 years, poor people from all over the world
have flacked to the LS. because of its incredible opportunities
for personal advancement.Inthe LS. hard workis rewarded and
ordinary people can enjoy 2 high auality lfe; there s no ther pos-
sible explanation for why 50 many people from all over the world,
forsalong, have desperately sought entry into the U.S. Individuals
fallinto poverty in the U.S. because they lack the willngness to
work hard, exercise self-discipline, and improve themselves.

Itisfundamentally wrong to blame business onners for poverty;
i fact, business owners take on great isk o start up businesses
that provide peaple with the jobs they need to sustain themselves
andlcad a goodife The wealth of business ownersisafair reward
for their hard work and willingness ta take risks, Anyone in the
U5, can start their own business; many try: and few succeed. We
shauld thank thase who succeed for providing the restof us with
the opportunity to work. Businesses have a duty to treat their
workers firly, and fair treatment s paying workers a wage that
they voluntarily accept when they take the job.

Itis wrong to see inequalty s the product of acialdiscrimina-
tion. The U.5. has 2 long and tragic history of acialdiscrimination,
and fortunately, that history is in our past. While there are indi
viduals uho certainly hold prejudices, the U S. in the twenty first
century is arguably the most tolerant society i the world with,
incredible oppartunities for all people regardiess of their race.
Differences in poverty rates by race are the result of ultural prob-
lems within communities of color, nat discrimination

While poverty n the U.S, i certainly not desirable, t needs to
be putinto some perspective. The vast majority of poor peaple
inthe US, enjoy decent hovsing, an ample diet, access to good
quality emergency health care, free education for their children,
and the camfort and canvenience of modern appliances Itis
hard to be overly concerned for the poor American who enjoys
abig dinner caoked in a microwave while sitting in front of a TV
watching shows on cable:

The government exists to protect our freedom and promote
justice, As a result, the last thing the government should do is
estictourfreedom to enjoy the money we carm by our hard work,
Taking money from those who cam it to give to people who refuse
towork hard enough ta support themselves iscloarly wrong.

Welfare s wel intentionsd, but ke so many well-ntentioned
policies, it produces more harm than good. Welfare perits people
o continue the iriesponsibie behavior that made them poor in
the first place by enabling them not to wark, o not work enough
tasuppart themselves. I fact, welfare gives people areason not
taworkorinvest in education:why work hard to support yourself
o invest in your education when you can count on your fellow
citizens to support you? In the richest society in the world, every
childisprovided witha rec eclucation, every adult s free to move.
about the country toseck jobs wherever they are avalable orstart
their own business. Paying people not to work,or not work hard
enough, is harmful o welfare recipients and society as a whole.





