What is Plagiarism?

1. Copying someone else’s homework (even with modifications).

2. Handing in the same assignments from a previous course and/ or handing in someone else’s assignment (even with modifications).

3. Copying material from the Internet or any other source without citing that source in full.  ‘Copying’ includes paraphrasing ideas, copying passages, sentences or parts of sentences.

4. Handing in work which a tutor, parent, or other student has edited or proofread outside of class.*

The basic principle that underlies these prohibitions is that learning depends on students developing their own ideas and expressing them in their own words.  There are no legitimate shortcuts in this process. 

Any work that is suspected of being plagiarized may be reviewed by the Social Studies department.  Any work discovered to have been plagiarized, even in part, will receive a zero mark.  Should a student continue to plagiarize, the matter will then be referred to appropriate administrative levels.

*  If there is any confusion about the proper role of tutoring help, please see the teacher.

I, ________________________, have read and understood the plagiarism policy.

Signature______________________________   Date_____________________

I, the parent or guardian of ____________________, have read and understood the plagiarism policy.

Signature____________________________   Date______________________

STATEMENT OF AUTHENTICITY

I hereby certify that this essay or writing assignment represents my own work, that no one has written it for me, that I have not copied the work of another person, and that all sources that

I have used have been properly and clearly documented.

I further certify that if I have used the ideas, words, or passages of an outside source, I have quoted those words or paraphrased them and provided clear and appropriate documentation of the source of that material, both what I have quoted and what I have paraphrased.

I have also read the definition of plagiarism as printed below, and I understand that definition and its consequences.

TO PLAGIARIZE:

"1. To steal and use (the ideas or writings of another) as one's own.

2.  To appropriate passages or ideas from [another] and use

them as one's own.

3.  To take and use as one's own the writings or ideas of another."

The American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language

Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1985

Second College Edition, page 946.

I understand that PLAGIARISM is a serious offense and that the penalty for willful plagiarism will be failure for the paper/assignment and perhaps failure for the marking period.  I further understand that repeated offenses may result in failure for the course for the entire year.

__________________________________________________

SIGNATURE

_________________________

DATE

